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We should all thank Steve Dinan for the cars he's built for
- us over the years. Some of them are good, some ludi-
| E crously so. Whateveritis. Dinan consistently comes out with
bulletproof performance daily drivers for the masses. (The well-
funded masses atleast,) What we should allthank him for
today is his new S3 package for the E39 M5. There's
nowa fasterand arguably more aesthetically pleasing
optionto the forthcoming E60MS.
The S3 is a superchargedstep up from Dinan's
tuned NA S2 package. By addinga single centrifu-
gal blower. owners will be able to claimed anet 114
bhp advantageover the newV10 M5 which we
drove justover a year ago in Munich. This makes the
S3 aseriously fast car, probablythe second fastest
carlve ever driven, beaten only by the CarreraGT.
In typical Dinan fashion, this excess of poweris all made to
be very usable and reliable. Thisisn't just some supercharger
hastilybolted onto pressurizethe intaketract. The S3 conver-
sionis a plece of engineeringthatimpresses even me. It stays
true to M division's concept of high-rewing performance and

feels almostas streetable asthe V10. but with much more bite.
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But what does 621 bhp or 550
whp really mean to the driver that's
not obsessed with numbers or
stats? It's literallylike nirvana,a
state where one forgets about need
or desire. It gives you everythingyou
need. There is always more power,

“IT'S LITERALLY LIKE NIRVANA,

A STATE WHERE ONE FORGET: 3
ABOUT NEED OR DESIRE. IT GIVES =%

YOU EVERYTHING YOU NEED. THERE IS

ALWAYS MORE POWER, MORE

ACCELERATIONAND ENDLESS THRILL"

for passingspace, no need to wait
for power, justinstant gratification
All you need i sto rememberto save
a little room to slow down. This car
made drivingin our AVMIG CLS 55
chase car feel like a letdown.

Since Editor Bidrawn forbade me

more acceleration and endless
thrill. A godlike omnipotence per-
meates your being when behind the
wheel of this car. It does just about
anything one can desire. Yourcon-
ventional sense of distance, time
and speed get blown out the win-
dow and you need to recalibrate
your senses to meet the demands
this M5 makes. Youeven need to
shiftfaster and earlier than normal
because the car pegs the limiter so
easily and quickly. There's no need

from geekingout on the technical
merits of the S3 system, | can only
touch lightly on the highlights of
what makes the S3 so special. this
car really deserves another article
on the amountof engineering and
developmentthat went into it.

The core of the S3 isa Vortech V
2 T-Trim Centrifugal supercharger,
blowing 7 psiof boostthrough an
air-to-airintercooler mounted
behind the driver's side headlight
and bumper scoop. That:s:haw you
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cantell if a M5 with a Dinanbadge It'snot really hard to stuffa additional large electronic throtle  suspensiondo its job in most street
is S3 equipped; the foglights are supercharger and intercoolerinto a body before the supercharger as traction conditions.

removed from the bumper,) Allthis  car though, other companies have well as a blow-offvalve and reed One major factor behind the long
isbuilton top of the S2 package already done it. Dinans total air valve to bettercontrolthe pressur-  wait for thiskitis the time it took
hardware which includes intake, bypass system usedin conjunction  ized ajrflow. This systemis neces-  Dinanto developits own ciutchto
exhaust, headers, high-flowthrottle  with the S3 supercharger is what saryto expela largevolume of hold the power of the S3. After
bodies and velocity stacksand ECU  reallvmakesthis packagestand excess hoost pressure withinthe many failed prototypesfrom various
remapping. out. The bypass system uses an intake plenum if the M5's eightindi-  clutch supplies, Dinan decided to
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. “THE BOTTOM LINE IS HOW

DRIVABLE THE S3 IS. wammg

GET INAND STAHT rr UPTHE

NO INDICATION

YOU'VE AWAKENED. E'u’EN mm;ﬁnnsms :

DRIU[HE T ONLY PUTS OUT WHATYOU
OF IT AND NEVER BITES YOU BACK™
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vidual throttle bodies are suddenly ~ buildits own single-plate street

4000
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snapped closed, in addiion to pro-
viding fasterengine response. All

this adds up to a supercharger sys-

tem that still feels very much like a
NA car and maintains the smooth
linear power delivery.

There's cornering capabilities to
match all this power Don't be
fooled bv Dinan'suse of conven-
tionalshocksand springsThey are
really dialed in and all you would
really need on the street and week-

clutch that can hold 502 Ib-ft of
torque ail day long without causing
leg cramps or ankle injuries you'll
only begin to realize in your old age.
The bottom line is how driveable
the S3 is.When you get inand start
it up, there's no indication of the
beastyouve awakened Eenin
aggressivednving it only outs out
what you ask of itand never bites
you back Dinan'sM5 is onlyone
step behindthe V10M5 in refine-
mentand two steps ahead of it in

Althaugh Dinae prefirs b present it homepmwor MEUns: as Mestien Somepower, v endtrack session. There's enough
cowmariad H ek b our coesestion o usng whi hessd o Dnaee's eskedsted 135 suspension compliance to make speed Just remember toturn off

slrbvretraln bass dar tha EX0 WS, Dyna diata ks courbasy of Dinn on Bs Dyragack dme. the nde comfortable and let the the DSC when you get in, since any
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little throttle movement will wind
the engine up so fast and violently
that DSC will cut the power and
make smooth spirited driving
impossible.

What's the cost? Try $57,309 in
parts and $12,075 in labor. Not
bad for a super-sedanthat has no
rival. And if you're thinking about
saving a penny or two on the brake
upgrades or R compound tires,
Steve will personally call you to
convince you otherwise
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