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he Dinan S2 M3 is the latest in a line of modified

BMWs from America’s premier BMW tuner. Like its

predecessors, it comes with a few items standard: solid
research and development, top-line materials, quality
engineering, bulletproof reliability. and a four-year/50,000
mile warranty—features rare to non-existent in the rapidly
srowing tuner market. The modifications on this car are
not haphazard, off-the-rack “one size fits all” items. You
know that drill: lower the car, get bigger wheels, open the
exhaust, stick in a chip. stiffen the shocks, yadda, yadda,
yadda. And you’ve seen the consequences: buckboard ride,
quirky handling. choppy idle, weird fuel-mapping gaps.
and a car you wouldn’t take over sixty.

The Dinan team approaches a car from a different per-
spective. They begin by accepting that the vast resources
of BMW AG—in both talent and Deutschmarks—will
produce a pretty good car. If you want to improve it, you
have to know what BMW did within each system—and
why. Then you have to reverse-engineer the car before
you start tinkering. Finally, you want to make sure that
every piece fits like it came out of Munich. Every Dinan
piece is designed from the ground up to at least match
OEM quality in design, materials, durability, and appear-
ance. If you have the opportunity before your Dinan bits
disappear deep into the innards of your car, we'd encour-
age you to really look at them. Run your fingers over the
welds, let your eyes drift over the exquisitely machined
parts, revel in the Dinan logo laser-etched into each
throttle butterfly, This is first-class work.

In the Dinan lexicon, “S3” means supercharged, while
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Dinan S2 cars are naturally aspirated, an enhanced
version of the status quo with a more modest gain in raw
horsepower than the steroidal S3 supercharged cars—the
classic example of “more is better” on a direct collision
course with the law of diminishing returns. While there
are remarkably few modifications in the Dinan S2 itera-
tion of the E46 M3, they add up to a vehicle with a subtly
different personality. The most noticeable improvement
from the stock version is the taming of the understeer ogre,
Understeer is designed into every vehicle since the demise
of the Corvair because it is inherently safer: overcook a
turn and the car starts to slide straight, triggering, in about
99.9% of the population, the immediate urge to get ofT the
eas, maybe even hit the brakes—the appropriate response
to understeer. The E46 M3 is no different—BMW has
lawyers, too—but it’s an incredibly annoying character-
istic for drivers who can... well... drive. We don’t like
understeer—or too much oversteer, for that matter

we

just want the car to go where we point it.

art of the stock M3’s problem lies in the suspension

design, but part of it lies with the narrow—okay,

relatively narrow—225/45 footprint of the stock front
tires. The Dinan S2 wears 275/30-19 Michelin Sport tires,
adding a full four inches of additional front rubber, and
the extra bite is evident from the first turn-in. These tires
are wrapped around some very elegantly designed Dinan
wheels, 19x9.5" at the front, 19x10" at the rear (wearing
285/30-19 shoes). weighing a mere twenty pounds each
to keep the unsprung weight as low as possible. Suspen-

The new Dinan
52 M3 puts its
modest power
increase to the
pavement with a
3.91 differential.






